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T h e  g u a n a c o  ( L a m a  g u a n i c o e )  i s
t h e  d o m i n a n t  w i l d  h e r b i v o r e  o f
s o u t h e r n  S o u t h  A m e r i c a .  M o r e
t h a n  9 0 %  o f  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  i s
f o u n d  i n  A r g e n t i n e  P a t a g o n i a .
H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i t s  m a i n  t h r e a t s
h a v e  b e e n  p o a c h i n g  a n d  h i g h
l i v e s t o c k  d e n s i t y ,  w h i c h
e x c l u d e d  i t  f r o m  m a n y  a r e a s  d u e
t o  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  f o o d  a n d
s p a c e .  F o r  a l m o s t  t w o  d e c a d e s ,
W i l d l i f e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t y
( W C S ) ,  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e
N a t i o n a l  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  T e c h n i c a l
R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  o f  A r g e n t i n a
( C O N I C E T ) ,  h a v e  r e s e a r c h e d
b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  a s p e c t s
o f  l i v e -  s h e a r i n g  o f  g u a n a c o s ,
h e l p i n g  t o  d e v e l o p
m e t h o d o l o g i e s  t h a t  e n s u r e  t h e
a d e q u a t e  a n i m a l  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e
s h e a r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d
s h e a r i n g  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .  

THIS  BROCHURE GIVES
AN OVERVIEW OF THE
QUALITIES OF L IVE-
SHEARED GUANACO
FIBER AND EXPLAINS
WHY ITS  USE HAS
HIGH POTENTIAL TO
CONTRIBUTE TO
GUANACO
CONSERVATION AND
PATAGONIAN
GRASSLAND
REGENERATION.
WE INVITE YOU TO
BECOME PART OF THIS
SUSTAINABLE
GUANACO FIBER
SUPPLY CHAIN MODEL



guanaco
f iber

© María Zolezzi

CHARACTERIZED BY ITS
SILKINESS,  L IGHTNESS,  AND
EXCELLENT INSULATING
PROPERTIES.  

GUANACO FIBER IS
SUITABLE FOR BOTH HAND

AND INDUSTRIAL SPINNING,
WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF

DEVELOPING BLENDS WITH
OTHER NATURAL FIBERS.

SEASONS
S h e a r i n g :  O c t o b e r  
Stockpiling: November 
Available from November 

FIBER LENGTH
3  t o  4 . 5  c m ,  w i t h  a  c o m f o r t  f a c t o r
up to 94.5% and a grease content
of 1.6%. 

COLOR
V a r i e s  f r o m  r e d d i s h  b r o w n  t o  l i g h t
brown, and to a lesser extent,
white.

DIAMETER
V a r i e s  f r o m  1 4 . 5  t o  1 7 . 8  µ m ,  w i t h  a
coefficient of variation (CV) of 10%.
This fineness places it among the
“superfine fibers.”

LIVE-SHEARING OF
WILD GUANACOS
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p a t a g o n i a n  p r o d u c e r s
TOWARDS COEXISTENCE AND REGENERATION

THE POSSIBILITY OF
DEVELOPING A SUSTAINABLE
USE PROGRAM FOR WILD
GUANACO PRESENTS A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PEOPLE
OF THE PATAGONIAN STEPPE
AND ALSO FOR CONSERVING
THIS NATIVE SPECIES AND ITS
ENVIRONMENT.  

P r o d u c e r s  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  g u a n a c o
a s  a  t h r e a t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,
c o n s i d e r i n g  i t  t o  b e  i n
c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  f o r a g e
r e s o u r c e .

S m a l l  s c a l e ,  f a m i l y  r u n  l i v e s t o c k
p r o d u c t i o n  s i t e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l a r g e
r a n c h e s ,  c o e x i s t  w i t h  h e a l t h y  o r
r e c o v e r i n g  g u a n a c o  p o p u l a t i o n s
t h r o u g h o u t  P a t a g o n i a .  

T h e  s u s t a i n a b l e  u s e  o f  t h e
g u a n a c o  t h r o u g h  l i v e - s h e a r i n g
c a n  r e p r e s e n t  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  o f
p r o d u c e r s ,  t o  a c h i e v e  c o e x i s t e n c e
b e t w e e n  w i l d l i f e  a n d  l i v e s t o c k
p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  f o r  t h e
c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f
t h e  w h o l e  P a t a g o n i a n  s t e p p e
e c o s y s t e m . ©
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1 .Meseta  de Somuncura
Natural  Reserve ,  R ío  Negro
and Chubut
T h e  S o m u n c u r a  P l a t e a u  i s  a
l a r g e  b a s a l t i c  p l a i n  l o c a t e d
b e t w e e n  t h e  c e n t e r - s o u t h  o f
R í o  N e g r o  P r o v i n c e  a n d  t h e
c e n t e r - n o r t h  o f  C h u b u t
P r o v i n c e .  T h e  s t a t u s  o f
P r o t e c t e d  A r e a  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o
c o n s e r v e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  b y
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e
p u b l i c ,  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s
a  h e r i t a g e  s i t e ,  w h e r e  t h e
c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  n a t u r e  i s  t h e
m a i n  o b j e c t i v e .

3 .  Chubut  Province V a r i o u s
p r i v a t e  r a n c h e s  i n  t h i s
p r o v i n c e  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o
d e v e l o p i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e
l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  i n
h a r m o n y  w i t h  n a t i v e  w i l d l i f e ,
p r o m o t i n g  c o e x i s t e n c e  a n d
t h e  r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o i l
a n d  v e g e t a t i o n .  T h e
s u s t a i n a b l e  u s e  o f  w i l d
g u a n a c o  f i b e r  i s  a  g r e a t
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l o c a l
e c o n o m i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .

4.Santa  Cruz  Province I n  a n
a r e a  o f  a b o u t  7 0 , 0 0 0  h e c t a r e s
o n  t h e  w e s t  b a n k  o f  t h e  S a n t a
C r u z  R i v e r ,  p r o d u c e r s  w h o
s e e k  t o  c o e x i s t  w i t h  g u a n a c o s
r a i s e  t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k  a n d  a r e
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e
o f  t h i s  c a m e l i d  a l s o
r e p r e s e n t s  a  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d
e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t y .

2 .La  Payunia  Natural  Reserve ,
Mendoza
T h i s  6 6 4 , 0 0 0  h e c t a r e  p r o t e c t e d
a r e a  i s  h o m e  t o  o n e  o f  t h e
l a r g e s t ,  b e s t  p r o t e c t e d ,  a n d
l e a s t  d i s t u r b e d  w i l d  g u a n a c o
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  P a t a g o n i a .  T h e
e x t r e m e  a r i d i t y  a n d
t o p o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  h a v e
l i m i t e d  h u m a n  s e t t l e m e n t  a n d
l i v e s t o c k  r a i s i n g  o v e r  a  l a r g e
p a r t  o f  i t s  s u r f a c e .  T h i s  l o w
h u m a n  i m p a c t  m a y  h a v e
a l l o w e d  t h e  P a y u n i a  g u a n a c o
p o p u l a t i o n  t o  m a i n t a i n
s e a s o n a l  m i g r a t i o n ,  a  u n i q u e
b e h a v i o r  i n  n a t u r e .  
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I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g u a n a c o  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  d e c r e a s e d
f r o m  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  m i l l i o n  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  2
m i l l i o n  i n  t h e  l a s t  2 0 0  y e a r s .  I t  i s  n o w  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  9 0 %  o f  i t s
o r i g i n a l  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  d i s a p p e a r e d  a n d  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  o n l y
4 0 %  o f  i t s  f o r m e r  r a n g e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s p e c i e s  i s  s h o w i n g
s i g n s  o f  r e c o v e r y  i n  s o m e  a r e a s  o f  P a t a g o n i a ,  i n  m a n y  o t h e r s
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  s h a r p  d e c l i n e ,  w h i c h  a f f e c t s  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f
t h e  e n t i r e  e c o s y s t e m .

I n  a r e a s  o f  P a t a g o n i a  w h e r e  s h e a r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t
e m p h a s i z e  a n i m a l  w e l f a r e  a r e  e m p l o y e d ,  p o p u l a t i o n s  h a v e
r e m a i n e d  h e a l t h y .  I n  t h i s  w a y ,  l ive-shear ing of  wi ld
guanacos could  work as  a  complementary  act iv i ty  to
l ivestock ranching and contr ibute  to  conserv ing wi ld
guanaco populat ions .

A n c e s t r a l  M i g r a t i o n s ,
n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UoF4yY1svEM


a l l i e s  f o r  R E G E N e r a t i o n
a n d  c o e x i s t e n c e
T H E R E  I S  A  G R E A T  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  G U A N A C O  F I B E R  I N
T H E  L U X U R Y  T E X T I L E  M A R K E T .  I T S  S U S T A I N A B L E  U S E  C A N
R E S U L T  I N  G R E A T E R  P R O T E C T I O N  O F  T H E  S P E C I E S  A S  W E L L
A S  I N  C O N S E R V A T I O N  O F  T H E  P A T A G O N I A N  S T E P P E .
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L i v e  s h e a r i n g  c a n  promote coexistence ,  i n c r e a s i n g
t o l e r a n c e  o f  r a n c h e r s  t o w a r d s  g u a n a c o s .

I t  d i v e r s i f i e s  a n d  increases  susta inabi l i ty  of  local
economies  u n d e r  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  d r i e r  a n d  m o r e  v a r i a b l e
w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s .

G u a n a c o  f i b e r  i s  a  renewable  resource ,  1 0 0 %
b i o d e g r a d a b l e ,  f r o m  a  n a t i v e  a n d  w i l d  s p e c i e s .
 
I t s  carbon footpr int  is  very  low :  p r o d u c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  l o w
e n e r g y  c o s t s  a n d  l o w  u s e  o f  f o s s i l  f u e l s .

H a v i n g  e v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  i t  l i v e s ,
t h i s  w i l d  c a m e l i d  i s  better  adapted to  environmental
condit ions  t h a n  d o m e s t i c  l i v e s t o c k .  T h i s  f a c t o r  i s  o f
u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  d u e  t o  l o n g - t e r m  f o r e c a s t s  r e g a r d i n g
g l o b a l  w a r m i n g  a n d  l a n d s c a p e  d e s e r t i f i c a t i o n .



L e t ´ s  c o n t i n u e
t h i s  s t o r y !
CONTACT US:  

EZEQUIEL INFANTINO -  W C S  A R G E N T I N A
E I N F A N T I N O @ W C S . O R G

MARÍA JOSÉ BOLGERI  -  W C S  A R G E N T I N A
M B O L G E R I @ W C S . O R G

CHRISTINE L IPPAI  -  W F E N
C H R I S T I N E @ W I L D L I F E F R I E N D L Y . O R G


